UNLUCKY 13

Term for irrational fear of the
number 13:

Triskaidekaphobia.

“Very superstitious, the devil's
on his way/ Thirteen-month-
old baby, broke the lookin’
glass"—Stevie Wonder,
“Superstition”

The 1990 TV film
Nightmare

In both Norse mythology and
Christianity, having 13 din-
ner guestsisanc-noasitis
believed
that cne
of these
guests
will die
before the
year ends.
(Twelve =
deiries sar down for 2 meal at
a gods’ feast when Loki, the
god of mischief and disorder,

Address
Codes

Sometimes where we don’t want
to live says a lot about us.
BY JANE MUNDY

Horel with room 1313
on the 13th floor:
Fairmont Hotel
Vancouver.

Disguises given to the
13th floor (which may
be as effective as wearing a

bad roupee): 12a, pool floor, 14.

Address where the 13th floor
houses AC machinery and
there is no visible office space:
One Canada Square, London,
England.

In the cult British TV series Red
Dwayrf, the 13th floor was a
secret brig several decks high.

UNLUCKY 4

Why do some
new buildings
omit the fourth
and 44th floors?
The fourth fioor is the floor of
death because in Cantonese
and Mandarin Chinese the

word for “four™
sounds very like the
word for “death™ 44
is “double
death.”

Having a W0 and
a four in an address sounds
like “easy death” in both

Cantonese and Mandarin.

Vanccuver feng shui expert
Marlyna Los says that stove,
door and bed placement

are crucial in lessening the
negative effects of living on
the fourth floor. Inhabiting
the 44th floor would require
double diligence to combart
bad energy.

“Ger around negative feng shul
by writing the word four,
instead of the numeral 4, in
your address,” says Los.

According to city hall, the cost
of removing the pesky four
from your Vancouver address:

in 1976, $30: in 2006, $565.
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